Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church

Weekly Schedule
Wednesday

Acathisto de María, 3:00 p.m.

Saturday

Great Vespers, 6:00 p.m.
Confessions following Great Vespers

Sunday

Reading of Hours, 9:30 a.m.
Divine Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour following Divine Liturgy

2101 S 28th St,
Philadelphia, PA 19145
Phone: (215) 904-7713 (Home)
frmatthew@comcast.net (email)
Rev. Matthew Cantrell, Pastor
Rev. Sergius Willis, Associate Pastor
Call to arrange sacraments, services,
instruction, counseling, home visits, sick
calls.

August 30, 2009
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Tone 3
Ss. Alexander, John, and Paul

Troparion (Tone 3) (Resurrection)
Saints Alexander, John and Paul, Patriarchs of Constantinople, lived at different times, but each of
them happened to clash with the activities of heretics who sought to distort the teachings of the Church.
St Alexander (325-340) was a vicar bishop during the time of St Metrophanes (June 4), the first Patriarch of Constantinople. Because of the patriarch's extreme age, Alexander substituted for him at the
First Ecumenical Synod at Nicea (325). Upon his death, St Metrophanes left instructions in his will to
elect his vicar to the throne of Constantinople. During these times His Holiness Patriarch Alexander had
to contend with the Arians and with pagans. Once, in a dispute with a pagan philosopher the saint said
to him, "In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ I command you to be quiet!" and the pagan suddenly
became mute. When he gestured with signs to acknowledge his errors and affirm the correctness of the
Christian teaching, then his speech returned to him and he believed in Christ together with many other
pagan philosophers. The faithful rejoiced at this, glorifying God Who had given such power to His
saint. The heretic Arius was punished through the prayer of St Alexander. Arius had apparantly agreed
to enter into communion with the Orthodox. When the Emperor asked him if he believed as the Fathers
of Nicea taught, he placed his hand upon his breast (where he had cunningly concealed beneath his
clothes a document with his own false creed written upon it) and said, "This is what I believe!" St Constantine (May 21), unaware of the deceitful wickedness of Arius, set a day for receiving him into the
Church. All night long St Alexander prayed, imploring the Lord not to permit this heretic to be received into communion with the Church. In the
morning, Arius set out triumphantly for the church, surrounded by imperial
counselors and soldiers, but divine judgment overtook him. Stopping to
take care of a physical necessity, his bowels burst forth and he perished in
his own blood and filth, as did Judas (Acts 1:18). His Holiness Patriarch
Alexander, having toiled much, died in the year 340 at the age of 98. St
Gregory the Theologian (January 25) mentioned him afterwards in an encomium to the people of Constantinople. The Service to St Alexander was
printed in Venice in 1771. According to some ancient manuscripts, St Alexander ought to be commemorated on June 2. Today he is remembered together with the holy Patriarchs John the Faster (September 2) and Paul the
New (eighth century).

Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be
glad! For the Lord has shown strength
with His arm. He has trampled down
death by death. He has become the first
born of the dead. He has delivered us
from the depths of hell, and has granted to
the world//great mercy.
Troparion (Tone 4) (Saints)
O God of our Fathers, always act with
kindness towards us; take not Your mercy
from us, but guide our lives in peace
through the prayers of the Patriarchs
Alexander, John, and Paul!
Kontakion (Tone 2) (Resurrection)
On this day You rose from the tomb, O
Merciful One, leading us from the gates of
death. On this day Adam exults as Eve
rejoices; with the Prophets and Patriarchs//they unceasingly praise the divine
majesty of Your power.

Kontakion (Tone 8) (Saints)
Set a flame by the love of Christ, O glorious
ones, you took up the yoke of His precious
Cross revealing, yourselves as Followers in
His footsteps by your way of life, and you
became partakers of His divine glory, divinely-wise Alexander, with wonderful John
and glorious Paul.
As you stand before His throne, earnestly
pray for our souls!

Prayers for our beloved Living and
Departed:
Betty, Barbara, McCartney Family, Julia,
Brett, Mr. and Mrs. Spack. May God
Grant Them Many Years!
Mary, MaryAnn, Mary and Al, Anna,
Margaret, Madeline, Richard, Anna and
Michael. May Their Memories Be Eternal!

Epistle Reading
I Corinthians 15:1-11

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also
you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast
that word which I preached to you-unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to
you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that
He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain
to the present, but some have fallen asleep. After that He was seen by James, then by
all the apostles. Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due
time. For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am,
and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they
all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. Therefore, whether it was I or
they, so we preach and so you believed.

Gospel Reading
Matthew 19:16-26

Now behold, one came and said to Him, "Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do
that I may have eternal life?" So He said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one
is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments." He said to Him, "Which ones?" Jesus said, "'You shall not murder,' 'You
shall not commit adultery,' 'You shall not steal,' 'You shall not bear false witness,'
'Honor your father and your mother,' and, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'
" The young man said to Him, "All these things I have kept from my youth. What
do I still lack?" Jesus said to him, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."
But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had
great possessions. Then Jesus said to His disciples, "Assuredly, I say to you that it is
hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God. When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying,
"Who then can be saved?" But Jesus looked at them and said to them, "With men
this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."

Welcome to our Visitors!!
A warm welcome to all our visitors and guests who have joined us in celebrating the Divine
Liturgy. Please join us for our Fellowship Hour in the Church Hall . Please note: Only those
Orthodox Christians that have properly prepared themselves through prayer, fasting and
confession of sins may approach the Chalice and receive Holy Communion.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Invite Someone to Church!
It has been said that the number one way to find new parishioners is simply to invite them. I
would ask all of you to invite any friends, family, or acquaintances to come and pray with
us. This does not mean that we coerce anyone; but it does mean that we mustn’t shy from
our duties to evangelize. Whether or not these invitees come is up to them. I ask only that
you invite them.
Bulletin board
Please do periodically check the bulletin board. I will post cultural events and the like there
for any who are interested.
Youth Event
Tentatively scheduled for the third Saturday in September, the 19th, is a youth event at the
zoo. Please keep this date free and see either Sandra Hourahan or Father Matthew with any
questions. Please do sign up for the event downstairs.
Collections
Our first weekly collection is as follows:
1st Sunday
Centennial Fund
2nd Sunday
Youth Group
3rd Sunday
Property Management
4th, 5th Sunday
Charity
Council Meeting today
The council will meet today after the Divine Liturgy. All parishioners in good standing are
welcome to attend.
Announcements?
Do you have any announcements for the parish that you would like to see included in the
weekly bulletin? If so, please email or call Fr. Matthew by Tuesday.

