Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church

Week Schedule
Saturday

Great Vespers, 6:00 p.m.
Confessions following Vespers

Sunday

Reading of Hours, 9:40 a.m.
Divine Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour following Divine Liturgy

The Martyr Arethas and with him 4299 Martyrs suffered for the Lord Jesus Christ in the sixth
century. Arethas was prefect of the Christian city of Negran in Arabia. The Arabian (or Omirite)
king, Dunaan, who was Jewish, decided to eliminate Christianity from the land. He issued an
edict that all followers of Christ were to be put to death. Because the inhabitants of Negran remained faithful to the Lord, Dunaan came with a large army to destroy the city. At the city walls
of Negran the king's heralds announced that Dunaan would only spare those who renounced
Christ and referred to His Cross as a "sign of malediction." Not daring to assault the Christian
city by force, Dunaan resorted to a ruse. Dunaan swore an oath that he would not force the
Christians into Judaism, but would merely collect a tribute from Negran. The inhabitants of the
city would not heed the advice of St Arethas, and
putting their trust in Dunaan, they opened the city
gates. The very next day Dunaan gave orders to
light an immense fire and throw all the clergy of the
city into it in order to frighten the rest of the Christians. 427 men were burned. He also threw the prefect Arethas and the other chief men into prison.
Then the oppressor sent his messengers through the
city to convert the Christians to Judaism. Dunaan
himself conversed with those inhabitants brought
from the prisons, saying, "I do not demand that you
should renounce the God of heaven and earth, nor
do I want you to worship idols, I want merely that
you do not believe in Jesus Christ, since the Crucified One was a man, and not God." The holy martyrs replied that Jesus is God the Word, the Second
Person of the Holy Trinity, Who for the salvation of
mankind was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary. Those suffering said, "We shall not
abjure Christ, since He is Life for us. To die for Him
is to find Life." More than four thousand Christians, men, women, both the aged and children,
from the city of Negran and surrounding villages
suffered martyrdom for Christ.
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Troparion (Tone 6)
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship
the Word, co-eternal with the Father
and the Spirit, born for our salvation
from the Virgin; for He willed to be
lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to
endure death, and to raise the dead//by
His glorious Resurrection.

October 24, 2010

22nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST —
Tone 5 (5th of Luke). Martyr Arethas and
4299 Martyrs with him (523).

Kontakion (Tone 4)
Today the radiant feast of the passionbearers Arethas and his companions
comes to us as a herald of joy; as we
celebrate it we glorify the Lord on high.
___________________________
Prayers for The Faithful and Departed

Troparion (Tone 1)
Through the sufferings which Your
holy martyrs Arethas and his companions endured for Your sake, O Lord,
we beseech You, O Lover of
^mankind:“Heal all of our infirmities!”
Kontakion (Tone 5)
You descended into hell, O my Savior,
shattering its gates as Almighty, resurrecting the dead as Creator, and destroying the sting of death. You have
delivered Adam from the curse, O
Lover of Man,//and we cry to You: “O
Lord, save us!”

Albrecht family, Emma Burychka, Pellack family, Diane Benson, Helen,
Timmy, McCartney family, clergy and
parishioners, Julia Shuda. May God
Grant Them Many Years!
Priest Nicholas, Mary Quashnoc, Kristina
Sidoriak. May Their Memories Be
Eternal!

Epistle Reading
Galatians 6:11-18
See with what large letters I have written to you with my own hand! As many as desire
to make a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, only
that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For not even those who are
circumcised keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast
in your flesh. But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation. And
as many as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the
Israel of God. From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of
the Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.
Gospel Reading
Luke 16:19-31
There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was
laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table.
Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that the beggar died, and was
carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And
being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus
in his bosom. Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.' But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and
you are tormented. 'And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed,
so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to
us.' Then he said, 'I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's
house, 'for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this
place of torment.' Abraham said to him, 'They have Moses and the prophets; let them
hear them.' And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.' But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.'

Welcome to our Visitors!
A warm welcome to all our visitors and guests who have joined us in celebrating the
Divine Liturgy. Please join us for our Fellowship Hour in the Church Hall . Please
note: Only those Orthodox Christians that have properly prepared themselves
through prayer, fasting and confession of sins should approach the Chalice and
receive Holy Communion.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church Telephone Number
Our church’s telephone number is 215-468-3535. If there is inclement weather, do
please call the number and wait for the answering machine. If church is canceled, it
will be announced here.
Food Collection
Please bring any food you would like to donate to church. We, as a church, will offer food to one of the local food banks, Philabunance.
Church Education
Next Sunday, October 31, we will examine the nature of prophesy and fulfillment in
the Scriptures. We will evaluate the ways in which Jesus Christ has fulfilled the
Scriptures by looking at concrete examples.
Council Meeting
Today, during coffee hour. The council will meet. Every parishioner in good standing is welcome to attend the meeting.

