Week Schedule

Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church

Tuesday

Festal Divine Liturgy (St. Matthew the Evangelist)

Saturday

Great Vespers, 6:00 p.m.
Confessions following Vespers

Sunday

Reading of Hours, 9:40 a.m.
Divine Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hour following Divine Liturgy

The Holy and All-praised Apostle Philip, was a native of the city of Bethsaida in Galilee. He had a profound depth of
knowledge of the Holy Scripture, and rightly discerning the meaning of the Old Testament prophecies, he awaited the
coming of the Messiah. Through the call of the Savior (John 1:43), Philip followed Him. The Apostle Philip is spoken
about several times in the Holy Gospel: he brought to Christ the Apostle Nathaniel (i.e. Bartholomew, April 22, June
30, and August 25. See John. 1:46). The Lord asks him where to buy bread for five thousand men (John. 6: 5-7). He
brought certain of the Hellenized Jews wanting to see Jesus (John. 12:21-22); and finally, at the Last Supper he asked
Christ to show them the Father (John. 14:8). After the Ascension of the Lord, the Apostle Philip preached the Word of
God in Galilee, accompanying his preaching with miracles. Thus, he restored to life a dead infant in the arms of its
mother. From Galilee he went to Greece, and preached among the Jews that had settled there. Some of them reported
the preaching of the Apostle to Jerusalem. In response, some scribes arrived in Greece from Jerusalem, with one of
the Jewish chief priests at their head, to interrogate the Apostle Philip. The Apostle Philip exposed the lie of the chief
priest, who said that the disciples of Christ had stolen away and hidden the body of Christ. Philip told instead how the
Pharisees had bribed the soldiers on watch, to deliberately spread this rumor. When the Jewish chief priest and his
companions began to insult the Lord and lunged at the Apostle Philip, they suddenly were struck blind. By his prayer
the Apostle restored everyone's sight. Seeing this miracle, many believed in Christ. The Apostle Philip provided a
bishop for them, by the name of Narcissus (one of the Seventy Apostles, January 4). From Greece the Apostle Philip
went to Parthia, and then to the city of Azotus, where he healed an eye affliction of the daughter of a local resident
named Nikoklides, who had received him into his home, and then baptized his whole family. From Azotus the Apostle Philip set out to Syrian Hieropolis (there were several cities of this name) where, stirred up by the Pharisees, the
Jews burned the house of Heros, who had taken in the Apostle Philip, and they wanted to kill the apostle. The apostle
performed several miracles: the healing of the hand of the city official Aristarchus, withered when he attempted to
strike the apostle; and restoring a dead child to life. When they saw these marvels, they repented and many accepted
holy Baptism. After making Heros the bishop at Hieropolis, the Apostle Philip went on to Syria, Asia Minor, Lydia,
Emessa, and everywhere preaching the Gospel and undergoing sufferings. Both he and his sister Mariamne (February
17) were pelted with stones, locked up in prison, and thrown out of villages. Then the Apostle Philip arrived in the
city of Phrygian Hieropolis, where there were many pagan temples. There was also a pagan temple where people
worshiped an enormous serpent as a god. The Apostle Philip by the power of prayer killed the serpent and healed
many bitten by snakes. Among those healed was the wife of the city prefect, Amphipatos. Having learned that his
wife had accepted Christianity, the prefect Amphipatos gave orders to arrest St Philip, his sister, and the Apostle Bartholomew traveling with them. At the urging of the pagan priests of the temple of the serpent, Amphipatos ordered the
holy Apostles Philip and Bartholomew to be crucified. Suddenly, an earthquake struck, and it knocked down all those
present at the place of judgment. Hanging upon the cross by the pagan temple of the serpent, the Apostle Philip
prayed for those who had crucified him, asking God to save them from the ravages of the earthquake. Seeing this
happen, the people believed in Christ and began to demand that the apostles be taken down from the crosses. The
Apostle Bartholomew was still alive when he was taken down, and he baptized all those believing and established a
bishop for them. But the Apostle Philip, through whose prayers everyone remained alive, except for Amphipatos and
the pagan priests, died on the cross. Mariamne his sister buried his body, and went with the Apostle Bartholomew to
preach in Armenia, where the Apostle Bartholomew was crucified (June 11); Mariamne herself then preached until
her own death at Lykaonia. The holy Apostle Philip is not to be confused with St Philip the Deacon (October 11), one
of the Seventy.
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November 14, 2010

25th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST —
Tone 8 (8th of Luke). Holy and All-praised
Apostle Philip (1st c.).

Troparion (Tone 8)

You descended from on high, O Merciful One! You accepted the three day
burial to free us from our sufferings!//
O Lord, our Life and Resurrection,
glory to You!
Troparion (Tone 4)

Holy Apostle Philip, entreat the merciful God//to grant our souls forgiveness
of transgressions!
Kontakion (Tone 7)

By rising from the tomb, You raised
the dead and resurrected Adam. Eve
exults in Your Resurrection,//and the
world celebrates Your rising from the
dead, O greatly Merciful One!

Kontakion (Tone 8)

Your disciple, friend and imitator of
Your passion, the God-preaching Philip,
proclaimed You to the universe. By his
prayers deliver Your Church from her
enemies;through the Theotokos protect
every city, most merciful Christ!
___________________________
Prayers for The Faithful and Departed
Simon and Mary Herbert, Emelie
Albrecht, Susan O’Shura, James, clergy
and parishioners, AnneMarie, John,
Helen, Susan, Marie, Margaret, Riley
family, Kavalkovich family and friends,
Drimak family, Lena Robovitsky. May
God Grant Them Many Years!
Mary Spack, James Lepo, Mary Lepo,
Anna Makara. May Their Memories Be
Eternal!

Epistle Reading
Ephesians 4:1-6
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with
which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing
with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all.
Gospel Reading
Luke 10:25-37
And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?" He said to him, "What is written in the law? What is your reading
of it?" So he answered and said, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,' and 'your
neighbor as yourself.' " And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this and
you will live." But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my
neighbor?" Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and
departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down that road.
And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set
him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day,
when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him,
'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.'
So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?
And he said, "He who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

Welcome to our Visitors!
A warm welcome to all our visitors and guests who have joined us in celebrating the
Divine Liturgy. Please join us for our Fellowship Hour in the Church Hall . Please
note: Only those Orthodox Christians that have properly prepared themselves
through prayer, fasting and confession of sins should approach the Chalice and
receive Holy Communion.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church Telephone Number
Our church’s telephone number is 215-468-3535. If there is inclement weather, do
please call the number and wait for the answering machine. If church is canceled, it
will be announced on the machine.
Food Collection
Please bring any food you would like to donate to church. We, as a church, will offer food to one of the local food banks, Philabunance.
House Blessings
Today, November 14, I’ve posted a sign-up sheet for house blessings in January. If
you would like me to bless your house and/or visit you then, please don’t hesitate to
sign-up!
Flowers for Nativity
Please see Debbie to order flowers for the Feast of the Nativity.
Church Decorating
On December 19, parishioners will decorate our church for the Feast of the Nativity.
Moreover, if someone were willing to coordinate a parish clean-up before this,
please see Fr. Matthew.

