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Assumption of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church 
2101 South 28th St. (corner of 28th St. & Snyder Ave.) 

Philadelphia, PA 19145 * Church Phone: (215) 468-3535 
Website: http://www.holyassumptionphilly.org 

 
http://www.facebook.com/holyassumptionphilly 

 

Mailing Address: PO Box 20083 * Point Breeze Station | Philadelphia PA 19145-0383 

 

 

Sunday, November 24, 2019 | 23nd Sunday After Pentecost 
Tone 6 – Afterfeast of the Entrance into the Temple 

Greatmartyr Catherine of Alexandria (305-313) 
Greatmartyr Mercurius of Caesarea in Cappadocia (3rd c.) 

 

 
V. Rev. Mark W Koczak, Rector  
615 West 11th Street | New Castle, DE 19720-6020 
Phone: Home: 302.322.0943  |  Mobile: 302.547.4952 
Email: mwkoczak@gmail.com   
 
Deacon – Michael McCartney 
Parish President -  Matthew Andrews   Phone: 856.217.8075 

 

 

Weekly Schedule 
 

Today: Church Life Discussion Class after Divine Liturgy. 
  The Topic: Don’t Be Tone Deaf! Understanding the Arrangements 
  and Beauty of the Eight Tones during all Liturgical Services. 
 
Thursday: Thanksgiving!   
  Remember to Give Thanks for the Blessings You Have In Your Life. 
 
Saturday: November 30 - Great Vespers at 4:00PM! 
 
Sunday: December 1 – Prophet Nahum  
  Reading of Hours – 9:30am 
  Divine Liturgy – 10:00am 
  Fellowship & coffee hour to follow the Divine Liturgy 
 
Sunday: December 1 – Parish Council Meeting after Divine Liturgy. 
  Meeting to continue the discussion and preparation of the 
  5-year Strategic Planning for the parish.   
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Texts for the Liturgical Service 
 
Troparion (Tone 6) 
The Angelic Powers were at Thy tomb; / the guards became as dead men. / Mary stood by Thy grave, / 
seeking Thy most pure body. / Thou didst capture hell not being tempted by it. / Thou didst come to the 
Virgin, granting life. // O Lord, Who didst rise from the dead, glory to Thee.  
  

Troparion (Tone 4 – Entrance of the Most Holy Theotokos) 
Today is the prelude of the good will of God, / of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. /  The Virgin 
appears in the Temple of God, / in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all. / Let us rejoice and sing to her: / 
Rejoice, O Fulfillment // of the Creator’s dispensation! 
 

Troparion (Tone 4 – Great Martyr Catherine of Alexandria) 
By thy virtues as by rays of the sun thou didst enlighten the unbelieving  philosophers, / and like the most 
bright moon thou didst drive away the darkness of disbelief from those walking in the night; / thou didst 
convince the queen, and didst also chastise the tyrant, / God-summoned bride, blessed Catherine. / Thou 
didst hasten with desire to the heavenly bridal chamber of the fairest Bridegroom of Christ, / and thou wast 
crowned by Him with a royal crown; // Standing before Him with the Angels, pray for us who keep thy most 
sacred memory! 
  
 

Kontakion (Tone 6) 
When Christ God the Giver of Life, / raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His mighty hand, / 
He bestowed resurrection on the human race. // He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life, and the 
God of all. 
 

Kontakion (Tone 2 – Great Martyr Catherine of Alexandria) 
Let all of us who love to honor the martyrs / form a great choir in praise of the most wise Catherine, / for she 
preached Christ and trampled the serpent, // despising the knowledge of the orators. 
 

Kontakion (Tone 4 – Entrance of the Most Holy Theotokos) 
The most pure Temple of the Savior; / the precious Chamber and Virgin; / the sacred Treasure of the glory of 
God, / is presented today to the house of the Lord. / She brings with her the grace of the Spirit, / therefore, 
the angels of God praise her: // “Truly this woman is the abode of Heaven!” 
 
 

Prokeimenon (Tone 6) 
O Lord, save Thy people  / and bless Thine inheritance! 
v. To Thee, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me! 
 

Another Prokeimenon (Tone 3) 
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

 

 
Epistle Reading: Ephesians 2:4-10 
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we 
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the 
ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
Alleluia (3x’s) (Tone 6) 
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v. He that dwelleth in the aid of the Most High shall abide under the protection 
    of the God of heaven.  Alleluia (3x’s) 
v. He shall say to the Lord: Thou art my protector and my refuge, my God. 
    In Him will I trust!  Alleluia (3x’s) 
v. [TONE 8]: Hearken, O daughter, and see, and incline thine ear!  Alleluia (3x’s) 

 
 

Gospel Reading:  Luke 13:10-17 
Then Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a 
woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise 
herself up. But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed 
from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and 
glorified God. But the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had 
healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, “There are six days on which men ought to work; 
therefore come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.” The Lord then answered him 
and said, “Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from the 
stall, and lead it away to water it? So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom 
Satan has bound – think of it – for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath? And 
when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the multitude rejoiced 
for all the glorious things that were done by Him. 
 
 
 
 

Instead of “It is truly meet …,” we sing Irmos of Ode 9: 
The angels beheld the entrance of the Pure One and were amazed. / How has the Virgin entered 
into the Holy of Holies? / Since she is a living Ark of God / let no profane hand touch the 
Theotokos. / But let the lips of believers unceasingly sing to her, / praising her in joy with the 
angel’s song: // “Truly, thou art more exalted than all, O pure Virgin!” 
 
 
 
 

Communion Hymn: 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! 
I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 
Alleluia (3x’s) 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

 
A Warm Welcome to all of our visitors & guests who worshiped with us today and who 
have joined us in celebrating the Divine Liturgy.  Please join us in the church basement for our 
Fellowship and Coffee Hour.   
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Announcements 
 

 

 
 

Advent Season Tutelage - 2019 
 
We are once again providing an Advent tutelage for those who are unable to attend or view either 
the Bible Study or Church Life Discussion Classes during the Advent Season but wish to still 
remain closer to God as we prepare for the Holy Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This 
season we will provide information on the Life of another North American Saint - Saint Alexander 
Hotovitzky. So let’s continue… 
 
Father Alexander’s missionary work was not without many temptations and sorrows. Archbishop, 
later Metropolitan, Platon (Rozhdestvensky) expressed gratitude for the Passion-bearer 
Alexander’s labors in America in an address delivered at the Divine Liturgy on February 26, 1914. 
Bidding farewell to Father Alexander, the Archbishop said, “One morning, during the years we 
worked together, you came to my room and, without saying much, unbuttoned your shirt, 
revealing a very large, bluish, bloody abrasion on your chest. That wound from a fanatic, who in a 
fit of rage attacked you wildly with a stick, followed the meeting of Russian people at which you 
had encouraged your own ethnic brother to renounce the pernicious Unia with Rome... My entire 
being was shaken to the core and I was profoundly moved, for before me at that moment was a 
genuine example of witness for Christ.”  
 
Through Father Alexander’s efforts, Orthodox parishes were established in Philadelphia, Yonkers, 
and Passaic as well as other large and small towns throughout North America. The parishioners of 
these churches were cradle Orthodox whom fate had brought to the New World, as well as 
Carpatho-Russians converted from the Unia and former Protestant converts to the Orthodox 
Church. 
 
An important contribution to the witness of the truth of Orthodoxy before heterodox American 
society was made by the American Orthodox Messenger, which was published in English and 
Russian under Father Alexander’s editorship. Articles by the editor regularly appeared in this 
journal. 
 
The New Martyr Alexander actively participated in the establishment of an Orthodox diocesan 
mutual aid society and at various times, he served as treasurer, first secretary, and president of 
this organization. The society provided material aid to Austrian Carpatho-Russians, Macedonian 
Slavs, Russian troops in Manchuria, and to Russian prisoners of war in Japanese camps. 
 
Father Alexander also took upon himself the ascetical burden of constructing the architecturally 
remarkable and majestic Saint Nicholas Cathedral in New York to replace the small parish 
church. The cathedral was to become an adornment of the city. He visited Orthodox communities 
throughout America soliciting funds for the construction of the Cathedral. In 1901, he also 
traveled to his homeland, Russia, for this purpose. In the annals of Saint Nicholas Church, which 
in 1903 became the diocesan Cathedral, it is recorded that, “This Cathedral was established and 
constructed in the City of New York in North America, under the supervision and through the 
efforts and labors of the most honorable Archpriest Father Alexander Hotovitzky in the year of 
Our Lord 1902.” 
 

**** Saint Alexander Hotovitzky’s Life to be continued in next week’s bulletin. **** 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 

 

Candles and Prayers for the Faithful and Departed 
 
Health for the Living:  
Family and Friends offered by Nina Patterson 
Family and Friends offered by M/M Daria LeRoy 
Albert, Catherine, Patricia, Marc, Marc, William, Sharon David, Ana, Colin, Selena, Alex, The 
Donahue Family offered by M/M K Kavalkovich & Family 
Albert Kavalkovich, Helen Boyce offered by Catherine Kavalkovich  
 
May God Grant Them Many Blessed Years! 
 
Memory for the Departed:  
 
May Their Memories Be Eternal 
 
 

Vigil Cross Candles – 11/17/19: 
 
 
Both Large Votive Crosses – Health of Simon and Mary Herbert on their  
          55th Wedding Anniversary offered by M/M Herbert. 
 
 
 

#################################################### 
 
Please remember in your prayers:  
Grace Corba; Ronald Kavalkovich (continuous recovery); Sheba Patton; Margaret Pellack; Father 
John Bohush (retired); Father Gregory Winsky  (retired); and all those who are serving in our 
Armed Forces! 
 

#################################################### 
 
 
 
 
Parish Community Work Projects 
In the October 13 bulletin, and posted on the parish bulletin boards, there is an informational flyer on some 
of the projects the parish is undertaking.  Besides the donations of yarn and old eyeglasses, along with our 
parish cookbook sales, there are also opportunities for our Advent projects such as craft fair and basket sale, 
along with donations towards St Herman’s of Alaska Seminary, St Tikhon’s Seminary, and the Veterans 
Center in Philadelphia. 
 
For more information and donation giving on our Parish Community Work Projects, please read the 
information flyers or see Matushka Janine McCartney for details. Thank you in advance for your support to 
these projects. 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 

 

 
Please ensure that your Mobile Phone is set to Silent (or at least set on 
vibrate) during the Divine Liturgy!  Thank You!!! 
 

 

 

 
*****Special weekly collections taken after Gospel or Sermon*****   
In addition to our general collection, the parish takes a special collection each week to fund 
certain parish projects. Please be generous with your offering. Every little bit counts.  The special 
collections are as follows: 
 

• First Sunday of every month – Kitchen Fund Project 

• Second Sunday of every month – Youth Fund (reactivated July 2018) 

• Third Sunday of every month  - Restoration/Maintenance Fund 

• Fourth Sunday of every month – Charity Giving 
 
Note: if there is a Fifth Sunday during a month, the special collection is earmarked for the Kitchen 
Fund Project, unless otherwise noted and stated by the Parish Council. 
 

 

 

Cash Flow Activity (November) 
 
Week of November 11 to November 17  November Month-to-Date 
 
Attendance:   48     39 (average) 
 
  

Funds In:   $ 4,242.10    $ 7,161.80 
Funds Out:    $ 1,878.30    $ 4,322.57 
 
Net Surplus/(Deficit): $ 2,363.80    $ 2,839.23 
 
Thank you all for your continuous offerings to maintain the parish! 
 

 

 

 
Shop Rite Gift Cards: If you need to purchase Shop Rite Gift Cards, please see either David 
Pellack or Ken Kavalkovich to secure them. Your purchase of a Shop Rite Gift Card is an 
additional fundraising project that helps support the church at no additional expense to the 
purchaser. 
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Calendar of Events 

 

 
 
1st Sunday of each month – Monthly Panikhida immediately after Divine Liturgy. 
2nd Tuesday of each month – Bible Study at 6:30pm in church basement. 
2nd Sunday of each month – Property Committee Meeting after Divine Liturgy. 
3rd Sunday of each month – Currently no permanent event is scheduled. 
4th Sunday of each month – Church Life Discussion Class after Divine Liturgy. 
5th Sunday of each quarter – Quarterly Parish Council Meeting after Liturgy. 
 
Readers Schedule: 
  Today (Nov 24)   Next Week (Dec 1) 
3rd Hour : Simon Herbert   Mark Klus 
6th Hour: Subdeacon Daniel Kavalkovich Michael Wanenchak 
Epistle: Lena Helen    Simon Herbert 
 

Fellowship Coffee Hour & Cleaning Teams:    
Today (Nov 24): Saint Raphael of Brooklyn 
(Mark Klus, Tish Berchtold, Barbara Andrews, Sheba Patton). 
 

Next Week (Dec 1): Saint Herman of Alaska 
(Heather & Peter Parsells, Dr Gale Rutan & Joseph Francis). 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
 
 
December 1 – Parish Council Meeting after Divine Liturgy. 
This meeting will be a continuation of the council’s discussion and preparation for a 5-year 
Strategic Plan for the parish. 
 
 
 
Thursday, December 5 – Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the Feast of  
St Nicholas (December 6th) at 6:00PM! 
 
 
 
December 8 – Parish Craft Fair and Basket Sale  
We will be selling hats and scarf sets and afghans and possibly other handmade items.  Baskets will contain 
baskets of cheer, baskets of bath items and baskets of specialty foods.  Proceeds will benefit the advent 
projects this year so we can purchase additional gift cards for St. Herman’s of Alaska Seminary. If you are 
interested in donating a basket, please see Matushka Janine. 
Deadline to drop off baskets is Saturday, December 7, 2019 by 4:00 pm. 
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Great Martyr Catherine of Alexandria 
[November 24th] 
 
 

The Holy Great Martyr Catherine was the daughter of Constus, the 
governor of Alexandrian Egypt during the reign of the emperor Maximian 
(305-313). Living in the capital, the center of Hellenistic knowledge, and 
possessed of a rare beauty and intellect, Catherine received an excellent 
education, studying the works of the greatest philosophers and teachers of 
antiquity. Young men from the most worthy families of the empire sought 
the hand of the beautiful Catherine, but she was not interested in any of 
them. She told her parents that she would enter into marriage only with 
someone who surpassed her in nobility, wealth, comeliness and wisdom. 

 
Catherine’s mother, a secret Christian, sent her to her own spiritual Father, a saintly Elder living in a cave 
outside the city, for advice. After listening to Catherine, the Elder said that he knew of a Youth who 
surpassed her in everything. “His countenance is more radiant than the shining of the sun, and all of creation 
is governed by His wisdom. His riches are given to all the nations of the world, yet they never diminish. His 
compassion is unequaled.”  
 
This description of the Heavenly Bridegroom produced in the soul of the holy maiden an ardent desire to see 
Him. “If you do as I tell you,” said the monk, “you will gaze upon the countenance of this illustrious man.” In 
parting, the Elder handed Catherine an icon of the Theotokos with the divine Child Jesus on Her arm and 
told her to pray with faith to the Queen of Heaven, the Mother of the Heavenly Bridegroom, and She would 
hear Catherine and grant her heart’s desire.  
 
Catherine prayed all night and was permitted to see the Most Holy Virgin, Who said Her Divine Son, “Behold 
Thy handmaiden Catherine, how fair and virtuous she is.” But the Child turned His face away from her 
saying, “No, she is ugly and unbelieving. She is a foolish pauper, and I cannot bear to look at her until she 
forsakes her impiety.” 
 
Catherine returned again to the Elder deeply saddened, and told him what she had seen in the dream. He 
lovingly received her, instructed her in the faith of Christ, admonished her to preserve her purity and 
integrity and to pray unceasingly. She then received the Mystery of holy Baptism from him. Again Saint 
Catherine had a vision of the Most Holy Theotokos with Her Child. Now the Lord looked tenderly at her and 
gave her a beautiful ring, a wondrous token of her betrothal to the Heavenly Bridegroom (This ring is still on 
her hand). 
 
At that time the emperor Maximian was in Alexandria for a pagan festival. Therefore, the celebration was 
especially splendid and crowded. The cries of the sacrificial animals, the smoke and the smell of the 
sacrifices, the endless blazing of fires, and the bustling crowds at the arenas defiled the city of Alexandria. 
Human victims also were brought, the confessors of Christ, those who would not deny Him under torture. 
They were condemned to death in the fire. The saint’s love for the Christian martyrs and her fervent desire to 
ease their sufferings compelled Catherine to speak to the pagan priest and to the emperor Maximian. 
 
Introducing herself, the saint confessed her faith in the One True God and with wisdom exposed the errors of 
the pagans. The beauty of the maiden captivated the emperor. In order to convince her and to show the 
superiority of pagan wisdom, the emperor ordered fifty of the most learned philosophers and rhetoricians of 
the Empire to dispute with her, but the saint got the better of the wise men, so that they came to believe in 
Christ themselves. Saint Catherine made the Sign of the Cross over the martyrs, and they bravely accepted 
death for Christ and were burned alive by order of the emperor. 
 

*** remaining life of Great Martyr Catherine can be viewed on the oca.com website *** 
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Community Work of Holy Assumption 
 

Immediate Need: 
We are collecting Walmart Gift cards and for the purchase of Walmart Gift cards for St. Isaac of Syria 

Men’s Monastery.  They have sustained flood damage and rely on income from making icons.  They are in 

need of day-to-day living items also.  There is a Walmart store within 30 miles of the monastery, where 

they shop.  Your donations of ever $5 or $10 could mean quite a lot!  We will be collecting donations and 

Gift cards from October 13-20. Please see Matushka Janine with questions or donations. 

 

Yarn Donations - We are accepting any yarn donations to continue our knitting and crocheting efforts.  

We have made at least 50 afghans this year for hospice patients, and 42 hats for the Veterans.  Please 

consider donating any unused yarn that you have at home.  We are also accepting monetary donations to 

cover the cost of the wool for the Advent Veterans Place project. Please see Matushka Janine with 

questions or donations 

 

Cookbook Sale - Our Parish cookbook, At our Table is for sale. Proceeds will benefit the community 

projects for the parish.  Please consider purchasing the cookbook as a Christmas present for someone.  Cost 

of the cookbook is $20/book. Please see Matushka Janine with questions or donations 

 

Craft Fair and Basket Sale - On December 8, 2019 our parish is having a craft fair.  We are selling hats 

and scarf sets and afghans and possibly other handmade items.  Baskets will contain baskets of cheer, 

baskets of bath items and baskets of specialty foods.  Proceeds will benefit the advent projects this year so 
we can purchase additional gift cards for St. Herman’s of Alaska Seminary. If you are interested in 

donating a basket, please see Matushka Janine.  Drop off of baskets is Saturday, December 7, 2019 by 

4:00pm. 

 

Old Eyeglasses for the Lions Club - We are collecting old prescription eyeglasses for the Lions Club.  

The donation box is located downstairs in our donation area and is labeled.  Please consider donating any 

unused glasses with prescription lenses that you are no longer using.  Please see Matushka Janine with 

questions. 

 

Advent Opportunities: 
St. Herman’s of Alaska Seminary - We are collecting Walmart Gift cards for St. Herman’s of Alaska 

Seminary in Kodiak and would like to send gift cards in the denomination of $25 per gift card.  We will be 

collecting gift cards and donations from October 27-December 1, 2019. Please see Matushka Janine if you 

are interested in donating. 

 

St. Tikhon’s Seminary - Starting November 7, 2019, We will be collecting items on a giving tree this year 

for 6 seminarian families.  We will set up a giving tree and parishioners will be encouraged to take a 

request off the tree and fulfill the need such as the purchase of clothes, toys for the Seminarian family 

members.  The deadline for collection of the gifts is December 1, 2019.  The gifts will be distributed on St. 

Nicholas Day in person to the seminarian families. We will have a location set aside for donations. 

 

Veterans Place - We have made 42 hats, received donations of 42 pairs of socks and gloves. We are 

collecting toiletry items to make gift bags for the Veterans.  Bars of soap, shaving cream and disposable 

razors are appreciated.  We will need 42 sets of toiletry items so please see Matushka Janine before you 

donate so we can minimize duplication.  We will be providing the gifts to the Veterans in the first week of 

December 2019. 

 


