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Sunday, February 23, 2025 
Tone 2 – Meatfare Sunday  

Sunday of the Last Judgement  
Hieromartyr Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna (167) 

 
 
V. Rev. Mark W Koczak, Rector 
615 West 11th Street | New Castle, DE 19720-6020 
Phone: Home: 302.322.0943  |  Mobile: 302.547.4952 
Email: mwkoczak@gmail.com   
 

Subdeacon – Daniel (Ken) Kavalkovich       Choir Director – Nina Patterson 
Reader – Mark Klus   Reader – David Pellack 
Parish President -  Matthew Andrews  [Phone: 856.217.8075] 

 
 

Weekly Schedule 
 

41 years ago on Tuesday, Father Mark was ordained to the priesthood 
May God Grant You, Father Mark, Many Happy, Healthy Years!!! 

 
Today is the last day before Lent for eating meat. It is permitted to eat milk  

and eggs on every day of this week including Wednesday and Friday. 
 
Thursday: February 27 - Blessed Olga Book Club at 6:30PM  
  on the ZOOM media platform ONLY!!! 
 
Thursday: February 27 – Repose of Saint Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn 
 
Saturday: March 1 – Great Vespers at 4:00PM 
 
Sunday: March 2 – Cheesefare Sunday! Forgiveness Sunday! 
  Reading of Hours – 9:00am 
  Divine Liturgy – 9:30am 
  Fellowship Coffee Hour to follow the Divine Liturgy 
 
Sunday: March 2 – Forgiveness Sunday Vespers immediately  
  to be served after Divine Liturgy! 
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Texts for the Liturgical Service 
 
 
Troparion (Tone 2) 
When Thou didst descend to death, O Life immortal, / Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead. / And 
when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, / all the powers of heaven cried out: // “O Giver of life, Christ our God, 
glory to Thee!” 
 
 
 
Kontakion (Tone 1 – Lenten Triodion) 
When Thou, O God, shalt come to earth with glory, / all things shall tremble, / and the river of fire shall flow before Thy 
judgment seat; / the books shall be opened, and the hidden things disclosed; / then deliver me from the unquenchable 
fire, // and make me worthy to stand at Thy right hand, O Righteous Judge! 
 
 
 
Prokeimenon (Tone 3 – Lenten Triodion) 
Great is our Lord and abundant in power; / His understanding is beyond measure! 
v. Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2 
But food does not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we the worse. But 
beware lest somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak. For if anyone sees you who 
have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things 
offered to idols? And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? But when you 
thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food makes my 
brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have 
I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord? If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am 
to you. For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 
Alleluia (3x’s) (Tone 8) 
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v. Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our Savior!    Alleluia (3x’s) 
v. Let us come before His face with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him  
     with songs of praise! Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
 
Gospel Reading:  Matthew 25:31-46 
When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 
All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his 
sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to 
those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world: ’for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you 
took Me in; ’I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ Then 
the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 
’When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? ’Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, 
and come to You?’ And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of 
the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you 
cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: ’for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was 
thirsty and you gave Me no drink; ’I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ Then He will answer them, saying, 
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ And these 
will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. 
 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn: 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! Alleluia (3x’s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
A Warm Welcome to all of our visitors & guests who worshiped with us today and who have joined 
us in celebrating the Divine Liturgy. Please join us in the church basement for our Fellowship and Coffee 
Hour. 
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Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2025 House Blessing 
If you wish to have your home blessed, please speak with Father Mark for date availability to schedule a house blessing. 
The blessing of houses will begin after Theophany, which is Monday, January 6.  Items of importance when having your 
home blessed: 1) have a candle available to be burned during the house blessing, 2) a bowl of blessed holy water, 3) an 
icon (preferably the icon of Christ being baptized in the Jordan River), and 4) please make enough space for Father 
Mark to maneuver in the rooms you wish him to bless. 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 
From March 5 until April 13 – The 40 Days for Life Spring Vigil 
The campaign is a peaceful vigil. They are not a political organization or a protest group. They stand and pray as a 
peaceful physical presence and witness for the lives of the unborn, who cannot speak for themselves.  Please visit their 
website: https://www.40daysforlife.com for a campaign location near your area. 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 

***ATTENTION: CHURCH BULLETIN STATUS*** 
During the Annual Parish Meeting last Sunday, it was mentioned that I notified the parish council that at the end of 
this year (Sunday, December 28, 2025), I will be stepping down from the responsibility of generating and publishing 
the parish bulletin. This upcoming June will be ten years since stepping into the job of having a weekly parish bulletin 
available to our parishioners at a time when the parish was in the midst of obtaining a full-time parish priest. This 
resignation should be enough time (10 1/2 months) to transition another parishioner to generate the bulletin beginning 
on the first Sunday in January of 2026. 
 
By taking on a new responsibility as the parish treasurer, and also continuing to oversee the responsibility of the 
financial secretary’s duties as well, I will not be able to be fully effective in all the current task at hand on a weekly basis.   
 
Furthermore, with the consensus that our parishioners wish to continue to have a physical paper bulletin available, 
I will have to at some point over the next few months, but no later than the end of May, to modify the current format of 
the bulletin. Since almost half of the information in the bulletin is available on the OCA or Diocese websites, it’s no 
longer necessary to keep including it. Reducing the bulletin from its current eight page booklet down to a four page 
booklet (or just have the bulletin in a two-sided pamphlet format, font and back), would be the most likely way to move 
forward...at least until the end of this year until another person oversees the bulletin. 
 
************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Congratulations to His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon on his 21st Anniversary of his Consecration to the episcopacy! 
May God Grant Metropolitan. Tikhon Many Years! 
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Announcements (cont.) 
 
 

Candles and Prayers for the Faithful and Departed 
 
Health for the Living:  
Barbara&Norman Andrews on their anniversary offered by Catherine Kavalkovich 
Barbara and Norman Andrews offered by Nina Patterson 
Barbara and Norman Andrews offered by the Reader David Pellack 
 
May God Grant Them Many Blessed Years! 
 
Memory for the Departed:  
John and Julia Jugan offered by the Reader David Pellack 
 
May Their Memories Be Eternal! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vigil Cross Candles – 2/16/25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#################################################### 
 
Please remember in your prayers:  
 
Natalie Patterson-Nedbal and her unborn child; Catherine Kavalkovich; Jane Kelly; Anne (Homa) Killoran; 
Fania Wanenchak and all those who are serving in our Armed Forces! 
 

#################################################### 
 
 
 
 



 

 6 

Announcements (cont.) 
 
 
 
Please ensure that your Mobile Phone is set to Silent (or at least set on 
vibrate) during the Divine Liturgy!  Thank You!!! 
 
 
 
 

*****Special weekly collections taken after Gospel or Sermon***** 
In addition to our general collection, the parish takes a special collection each week to fund certain parish 
projects. By the action taken at the Fall General Parish Meeting held back on Sunday, October 10, 2021, the 
parish body approved that the special collection for the first three Sundays of the month be earmarked 
towards the repairing/fixing/replacing of the roofs of both houses that the parish owns (now known as the 
Row House Fund). 
The fourth Sunday (and fifth, when it occurs) the special collection will be earmarked towards Charity. 
 
This new collection schedule began back on Sunday, October 17, 2021. 
Please be generous with your offering. Every little bit counts. Thank You! 
 
 
 

Cash Flow Activity (February) 
 
Week of Sun Feb 9 to Sat Feb 15   February Month to Date 
 
Attendance:   36     42 (average) 
 
 
Funds In:    $ 8,501.00    $18,826.00 
Funds Out:    $ 2,059.36    $ 7,986.28 
 
Net Surplus/(Deficit): $ 6,441.64    $10,839.72 
 
Thank you all for your continuous offerings to maintain the parish! 
 
 
 
 
Shop Rite Gift Cards: If you need to purchase Shop Rite Gift Cards, please see either David Pellack or 
Ken Kavalkovich to secure them. Your purchase of a Shop Rite Gift Card will helps support the parish’s 
Charity projects at no additional expense to the purchaser. 
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Calendar of Events 
 
 
 
 
 

2025 Monthly/Quarterly Schedule 
 
1st Sunday of each month – Monthly Panikhida immediately after Divine Liturgy. 
2nd Tuesday of each month – Bible Study at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform. 
4th Thursday of each month – Book Club at 6:30pm on ZOOM media platform. 
5th Sunday of each quarter – Quarterly Parish Council Meeting after Liturgy. 
 
 

Readers Schedule: 
  Today (Feb 23)    Next Week (Mar 2) 
3rd Hour: To Be Determined    To Be Determined 
6th Hour: To Be Determined    To Be Determined 
Epistle: To Be Determined    To Be Determined 
 
   
   

Fellowship Coffee Hour & Cleaning Teams: 
If you have volunteered to host coffee hour, please check which Team you are on and when your Team is hosting coffee 
hour on the calendar printout which is located in the white/clear 3-ring binder located on the display case outside of 
the office room. 
 
*************************************************************************************************** 
 

Please continue to check our parish website, social media pages, and your emails regularly for 
updated information on the parish regarding parish services & events in February and March 2025  

 
 
Choir Rehearsal schedule for Lent and Pascha  
Please keep in contact with Choir Director Nina Patterson as to the schedule for choir rehearsals over the next two 
months. She will inform you when and where rehearsals will take place. 
 
 
Sunday, March 2 - Forgiveness Sunday Vespers immediately following the Divine Liturgy. The parish 
traditionally serves this vespers right after the Divine Liturgy.  Please plan to stay and attend this beautiful service and 
asking forgiveness from your fellow parishioners and from God! It is during this service (during the reading “Vouchsafe, 
O Lord”) that the Great Lenten Fast Begins! 
 
 
The 2025 Lenten Schedule will be made available in the bulletin, posted in the vestibule, on the bulletin 
boards in the church basement, and on the parish website once they are finalized and by next Sunday!! 
PLEASE NOTE: Depending on Father Mark’s schedule and how well he is feeling, there may be 
updates and adjustments to the Lenten Schedule.  It is the Parishioners responsibilities to check their 
emails, text messages, parish website, and Facebook page to any changes made to the schedule before 
attending one of the services.  Thank You! 
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Sunday of Meatfare, Sunday of the Last Judgment  
[February 23rd] 
 
 
Today’s Gospel reading is Matthew 25:31-46, the parable of the Last 
Judgment. It reminds us that while trusting in Christ’s love and mercy, we 
must not forget His righteous judgment when He comes again in glory. If 
our hearts remain hardened and unrepentant, we should not expect the 
Lord to overlook our transgressions simply because He is a good and loving 
God. Although He does not desire the death of a sinner, He also expects us 
to turn from our wickedness and live (Ezek. 33:11).  

 
This same idea is expressed in the prayer read by the priest after the penitent has confessed his or 
her sins (Slavic practice). 
 
The time for repentance and forgiveness is now, in the present life. At the Second Coming, Christ 
will appear as the righteous Judge, Who will render to every man according to his deeds” (Rom. 
2:6). Then the time for entreating God’s mercy and forgiveness will have passed. 
 
As Father Alexander Schmemann reminds us in his book GREAT LENT (Ch. 1:4), sin is the 
absence of love, it is separation and isolation. When Christ comes to judge the world, His criterion 
for judgment will be love. Christian love entails seeing Christ in other people, our family, our 
friends, and everyone else we may encounter in our lives. We shall be judged on whether we have 
loved, or not loved, our neighbor. We show Christian love when we feed the hungry, give drink to 
the thirsty, clothe the naked, visit those who are sick or in prison. If we did such things for the 
least of Christ’s brethren, then we also did them for Christ (Mt.25:40). If we did not do such things 
for the least of the brethren, neither did we do them for Christ (Mt.25:45). 
 
Today is the last day for eating meat and meat products until Pascha, though eggs and dairy 
products are permitted every day during the coming week. This limited fasting prepares us 
gradually for the more intense fasting of Great Lent. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


